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Purpose of Presentation

Introduce	
  you	
  to	
  your	
  international	
  student	
  
services.

Provide	
  critical	
  information	
  to	
  help	
  you	
  maintain	
  
your	
  legal	
  status.	
  

Complete	
  your	
  mandatory	
  check-­‐in	
  procedure	
  
with	
  SEVIS.



The Role of OISS

ADVICE:	
  	
  Advise	
  on	
  immigration	
  and	
  other	
  governmental	
  
regulations.

SUPPORT:	
  	
  Organize	
  orientation	
  and	
  continued	
  assistance	
  
through	
  workshops	
  such	
  as	
  Employment	
  and	
  Income	
  Tax.	
  

ADVOCACY:	
  	
  Represent	
  and	
  voice	
  your	
  interests,	
  needs	
  
and	
  concerns.



Important Note

OISS	
  is	
  here	
  to	
  help,	
  but	
  you	
  are	
  ultimately	
  
responsible	
  for	
  your	
  status.	
  

Please	
  do	
  not	
  hesitate	
  to	
  ask	
  us	
  for	
  help	
  at	
  any	
  
time.



SEVIS
The	
  Student	
  Exchange	
  Visitor	
  Information	
  System	
  (SEVIS)	
  
is	
  a	
  secure	
  internet-­‐based	
  system,	
  run	
  by	
  the	
  U.S.	
  
Department	
  of	
  Homeland	
  Security	
  (DHS).

SEVIS	
  allows	
  schools	
  to:
§ Provide	
  certain	
  authorizations	
  to	
  students.
§ Convey	
  required	
  information	
  to	
  the	
  U.S.	
  federal	
  
government.

§ Parts	
  of	
  SEVIS	
  information	
  can	
  be	
  seen	
  by	
  U.S.	
  
Embassies	
  and	
  Consulates,	
  the	
  school	
  you	
  are	
  
attending,	
  and	
  other	
  U.S.	
  federal	
  agencies.	
  



Maintain Your 
Student Status

� Enroll	
  Fulltime during	
  the	
  academic	
  year	
  at	
  the	
  school	
  listed	
  
on	
  your	
  I-­‐20	
  or	
  DS-­‐2019.	
  	
  Obtain	
  OISS	
  authorization	
  before
reducing	
  your	
  course	
  load.

� Keep	
  your	
  I-­‐20	
  or	
  DS-­‐2019	
  valid	
  and	
  extend it	
  with	
  OISS	
  
before it	
  expires.

� Renew	
  your	
  Passport with	
  your	
  home	
  country	
  consulate	
  
before it	
  expires.

� Work	
  only	
  as	
  authorized.
� Abide	
  by	
  the	
  law.	
  Conviction	
  of	
  a	
  crime	
  that	
  leads	
  to	
  UOR	
  
disciplinary	
  action	
  could	
  jeopardize	
  your	
  status.

� Depart	
  the	
  U.S.	
  within	
  your	
  grace	
  period.



Study Abroad & 
F-­1 Status

Ø Students	
  on	
  F-­‐1	
  status	
  can	
  study	
  abroad	
  in	
  
another	
  country	
  for	
  one	
  semester	
  or	
  one	
  
academic	
  year.	
  

Ø When	
  studying	
  abroad,	
  students	
  are	
  required	
  to	
  
meet	
  the	
  full	
  time	
  requirements.	
  

Ø You	
  must	
  make	
  an	
  appointment	
  with	
  Rebecca	
  
Freeland,	
  your	
  International	
  Student	
  Advisor	
  for	
  
advising	
  on	
  how	
  to	
  maintain	
  your	
  status	
  while	
  
studying	
  outside	
  the	
  U.S.



Reducing Your Course 
Load

Ø There	
  are	
  very	
  few	
  acceptable	
  reasons	
  you	
  may	
  be	
  authorized	
  to	
  
enroll	
  below	
  fulltime.

Ø You	
  MUST	
  first	
  obtain	
  approval	
  from	
  OISS	
  before	
  reducing	
  your	
  
course	
  load	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  maintain	
  your	
  legal	
  status.

Ø OISS	
  approvals	
  are	
  reported	
  to	
  the	
  federal	
  government	
  via	
  SEVIS.

Ø If	
  you	
  attempt	
  to	
  drop	
  a	
  course	
  or	
  withdraw	
  from	
  the	
  University	
  of	
  
Redlands	
  outside	
  of	
  normal	
  registration	
  windows,	
  you	
  will	
  be	
  
blocked	
  from	
  doing	
  so.	
  You	
  MUST	
  speak	
  to	
  OISS	
  to	
  obtain	
  a	
  prior	
  
approval.	
  



Acceptable Reasons 
for dropping below 

full time 
Ø Academic	
  or	
  language	
  difficulty-­‐ Available	
  for	
  only	
  

one	
  semester of	
  the	
  entire	
  degree	
  program.

Ø Final	
  term	
  of	
  study – Available	
  when	
  you	
  do	
  not	
  need	
  
a	
  fulltime	
  load	
  to	
  complete	
  your	
  degree	
  requirements.	
  

Ø Medical	
  problem-­‐ You	
  can	
  be	
  authorized	
  to	
  take	
  a	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
reduced	
  load	
  for	
  a	
  maximum	
  of	
  one	
  year.



On-­Campus
F-­‐1	
  Status
� No	
  additional	
  work	
  
permission	
  is	
  needed.	
  You	
  
only	
  need	
  inform	
  OISS	
  you	
  
are	
  offered	
  a	
  job	
  on	
  
campus.

� Includes	
  TA
� Cannot	
  exceed	
  over	
  20	
  
hrs/wk	
  during	
  fall	
  &	
  spring	
  
semesters.

� Can	
  work	
  over	
  20	
  hrs/week	
  
during	
  vacation	
  periods	
  
(winter,	
  spring	
  &	
  summer	
  
breaks).

J-­‐1	
  Status
� Can	
  work	
  with	
  written	
  
sponsor	
  permission	
  
letter.

� Cannot	
  exceed	
  over	
  20	
  
hrs/wk during	
  fall	
  &	
  
spring	
  semesters.

� Can	
  work	
  over	
  20	
  
hrs/week	
  during	
  
vacation	
  periods	
  
(winter,	
  spring	
  &	
  
summer	
  breaks).

Types of Employment



Off-­Campus

An	
  F-­‐1	
  student	
  may	
  be	
  authorized	
  for	
  off-­‐campus
employment	
  under	
  the	
  following	
  circumstances:

• Severe,	
  unforeseen	
  economic	
  necessity	
  (after	
  
attending	
  UoR for	
  one	
  year)

• Internship	
  with	
  an	
  International	
  Organization
• A	
  student	
  cannot	
  begin	
  the	
  off-­‐campus	
  
employment	
  until	
  he	
  or	
  she	
  receives	
  
authorization	
  from	
  OISS	
  and/USCIS.



CPT:	
  
Ø Position	
  MUST	
  be	
  related	
  to	
  major(s)	
  and	
  approved	
  by	
  the	
  

academic	
  program.	
  Student	
  must	
  be	
  in	
  good	
  academic	
  standing.
Ø Undergraduates:	
  Can	
  be	
  authorized	
  after	
  maintaining	
  F-­‐1	
  visa	
  

status	
  for	
  one	
  academic	
  year.
Ø Time	
  spent	
  enrolled	
  in	
  at	
  least	
  one	
  full	
  academic	
  year	
  enrolled	
  in	
  

a	
  full	
  course	
  of	
  study	
  in	
  other	
  SEVIS	
  approved	
  schools	
  in	
  the	
  
United	
  States	
  can	
  count	
  towards	
  the	
  one	
  academic	
  year	
  
requirement.

Ø Graduates:	
  Are	
  not	
  required	
  to	
  meet	
  the	
  one	
  year	
  condition.

OPT:
Ø A	
  full	
  time	
  employment	
  for	
  12	
  months	
  which	
  you	
  can	
  apply	
  for	
  

(90)	
  days	
  before	
  your	
  completion	
  date.	
  STEM	
  majors	
  are	
  eligible	
  
for	
  OPT	
  Extension	
  for	
  additional	
  (17)	
  months.	
  

Practical Training 



There	
  is	
  a	
  difference	
  between	
  volunteering and	
  engaging	
  in	
  an
unpaid	
  internship:
• Volunteering refers	
  to	
  donating	
  time	
  with	
  an	
  organization	
  

whose	
  primary	
  purpose	
  is	
  charitable	
  or	
  humanitarian	
  in	
  
nature,	
  without	
  remuneration	
  or	
  any	
  other	
  type	
  of	
  
compensation.

So	
  for	
  example,	
  it	
  would	
  be	
  OK	
  to	
  donate	
  time	
  with	
  
the	
  American	
  Red	
  Cross.	
  F-­‐1	
  students	
  are	
  free	
  to	
  
engage	
  in	
  	
  volunteer	
  work	
  as	
  long	
  as	
  it	
  meets	
  the	
  
above	
  criteria.	
  Volunteering	
  should	
  not	
  exceed	
  20	
  
hours	
  a	
  week	
  during	
  academic	
  term	
  time.

• Unpaid	
  internships,	
  on	
  the	
  other	
  hand,	
  do	
  not	
  usually	
  
qualify	
  as	
  “volunteer”	
  work.	
  

Volunteer Versus 
Unpaid Internship



Social Security Numbers

• Only	
  students	
  with	
  employment	
  are	
  eligible	
  to	
  apply	
  for	
  a	
  
Social	
  Security	
  Number	
  (SSN).

• Everyone	
  needs	
  a	
  letter	
  from	
  OISS	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  apply	
  for	
  an	
  
SSN.

• F-­‐1	
  students:
Ø CPT	
  jobs:	
  you	
  need	
  to	
  bring	
  CPT	
  application	
  and	
  job	
  offer	
  letter	
  to	
  

OISS	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  request	
  CPT	
  authorization	
  and	
  obtain	
  letter	
  to	
  SSA.
Ø On	
  campus	
  jobs:	
  you	
  need	
  letter	
  from	
  department	
  offering	
  you	
  the	
  

job	
  and	
  letter	
  from	
  DSO,	
  OISS.
• J-­‐1	
  students: You	
  must	
  obtain	
  permission	
  to	
  work	
  on	
  campus	
  

from	
  OISS.
• Students	
  will	
  be	
  provided	
  with	
  a	
  letter	
  to	
  take	
  to	
  SSN	
  in	
  

support	
  of	
  their	
  application	
  for	
  SSN.	
  



Report Your 
Address

� Federal regulations require you to report address changes 
within 10 days of moving.

� Students who live off campus must report address changes 
to the Registrar’s & OISS:
• Current residence in U.S.
• Emergency Address is not required, but strongly 

recommended.

� All addresses must be a physical street address.  No P.O. Box 
addresses allowed.



Most importantly:

� Your	
  Passport	
  cannot	
  expire	
  in	
  the	
  U.S.	
  	
  Contact	
  your	
  
home	
  country	
  embassy	
  or	
  consulate	
  in	
  the	
  U.S.	
  to	
  renew	
  
your	
  passport	
  at	
  least	
  6	
  months	
  before	
  it	
  expires.	
  



I-20
I-­20  Expiration  Date  is  shown  
in  item  #  5  following  the  
phrase,  “…and  complete  
studies  not  later  than  
_______.”

Requesting  an  I-­20  extension  
even  ONE  DAY  AFTER  the  
expiration  date  is  too  late  and  
you  would  no  longer  be  in  legal  
visa  status.

Valid 
Documents



DS-2019

DS-­2019  Expiration  
Date  is  shown  in  item  
#  3  following  the  
phrase,  “Form  Covers  
Period  From:_______
and  To:_________.”

Valid 
Documents



Your Visa May Expire 
While in THE U.S.!

It	
  is	
  okay	
  for	
  your	
  F-­‐1	
  or	
  J-­‐1	
  visa	
  in	
  your	
  passport	
  to	
  expire	
  
while	
  you	
  are	
  in	
  the	
  U.S.

The	
  visa	
  must	
  only	
  be	
  valid	
  when	
  crossing	
  the	
  border	
  to	
  
enter	
  into	
  the	
  U.S.

Since	
  the	
  F	
  or	
  J	
  visa	
  can	
  expire	
  
without	
  consequence	
  while	
  
you	
  are	
  in	
  the	
  U.S.,	
  it	
  is	
  not
possible	
  to	
  renew	
  your	
  visa	
  
while	
  inside	
  the	
  United	
  States.



Get Your I-­94 Card
(Arrival by Air or Sea)

� Go to https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/request.html
� The following information is required to retrieve your Admission (I-

94) number. Enter the information as it appears on the passport you 
used to enter the U.S.:  
◦ Family name
◦ First name
◦ Birth date(MM/DD/YYYY)
◦ Passport number
◦ Country of Issuance
◦ Date of Entry (stamped inside your passport, and 
◦ Class of admission (F1 or J1).  





I-­94 Arrival/Departure Card
(Land Entry Only)

F
D/S



Grace Periods
The	
  grace	
  period	
  is	
  the	
  additional	
  time	
  permitted	
  in	
  the	
  visa	
  status	
  
after	
  completing	
  the	
  academic	
  program.	
  	
  

Ø F-­‐1 students	
  have	
  a	
  60-­‐day	
  grace	
  period to	
  legally	
  remain	
  in	
  the	
  
U.S.	
  to	
  pack,	
  travel,	
  apply	
  for	
  OPT	
  or	
  another	
  academic	
  program,	
  
or	
  change	
  visa	
  status.

Ø J-­‐1 students	
  have	
  a	
  30-­‐day	
  grace	
  period.

Ø If	
  you	
  WITHDRAW	
  from	
  the	
  university,	
  with	
  OISS	
  	
  	
  	
  permission	
  
you	
  may	
  be	
  granted	
  a	
  15-­‐day grace	
  period.

Ø NO	
  grace	
  period	
  is	
  given	
  for	
  UNAUTHORIZED	
  WITHDRAWAL



Travel Endorsement
To re-enter the U.S. you need:
� Valid	
  passport
� Valid	
  visa	
  stamp
� A	
  travel	
  endorsement	
  (less	
  than	
  6	
  

months)
� Financial	
  support	
  documents	
  	
  

Page  3  of  I-­20

Lower  right
corner  of
DS-­2019



Tips For Your Travel:

� Check	
  if	
  you	
  need	
  visas	
  for	
  the	
  countries	
  you	
  are	
  visiting,	
  or	
  
transiting	
  through,	
  especially	
  if	
  you	
  are	
  not	
  going	
  home.

� Get	
  your	
  I20	
  or	
  DS-­‐2019	
  endorsed	
  by	
  DSO	
  before	
  your	
  
departure

� Check	
  the	
  expiration	
  date	
  of	
  your	
  visa.	
  	
  If	
  you	
  do	
  need	
  a	
  new	
  
one,	
  allow	
  sufficient	
  time	
  to	
  obtain	
  it.	
  	
  Visa	
  applications	
  can	
  
take	
  a	
  month	
  or	
  longer	
  due	
  to	
  security	
  and	
  background	
  checks.

� Expect	
  travel	
  delays.



Dependents

• F-­‐2	
  	
  and	
  J-­‐2	
  dependents	
  are	
  the	
  spouse	
  and	
  children	
  
(under	
  21	
  years	
  of	
  age)	
  of	
  the	
  F-­‐1	
  and	
  J-­‐1	
  student.

• F-­‐2	
  and	
  J-­‐2	
  dependents	
  are	
  required	
  to	
  report	
  changes	
  
in	
  U.S.	
  and	
  foreign	
  addresses	
  within	
  10	
  days	
  of	
  moving	
  
by	
  informing	
  OISS.	
  



Dependents

J-­‐2	
  Study	
  Eligibility:
J-­‐2	
  spouses	
  are	
  allowed	
  to	
  
study

J-­‐2	
  children	
  may	
  study	
  at	
  any	
  
level	
  until	
  they	
  reach	
  21	
  years	
  
of	
  age

J-­‐2	
  Work	
  Eligibility:
J-­‐2	
  spouses	
  may	
  apply	
  
through	
  the	
  USCIS	
  to	
  obtain	
  
temporary	
  work	
  authorization

F-­‐2	
  Study	
  Eligibility:
F-­‐2	
  spouses	
  may	
  not	
  
engage	
  in	
  full-­‐time	
  or	
  	
  
degree-­‐related	
  study

F-­‐2	
  children	
  may	
  study	
  at	
  the	
  
elementary	
  and	
  secondary	
  
school	
  levels	
  	
  	
  	
  (no	
  college	
  
prep	
  courses)

F-­‐2	
  Work	
  Eligibility:
F-­‐2	
  dependents	
  are	
  not	
  
permitted	
  to	
  work	
  at	
  all



Transfer Out Regulation
q Students	
  must	
  attend	
  classes	
  and	
  maintain	
  status	
  until	
  the	
  

transfer	
  release	
  date.
q confirmation	
  that	
  the	
  student	
  has	
  been	
  accepted	
  by	
  the	
  

transfer-­‐in	
  school
q If	
  a	
  student	
  completes	
  a	
  course	
  of	
  study	
  (or	
  OPT),	
  the	
  student	
  

is	
  eligible	
  for	
  transfer	
  through	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  60-­‐day	
  grace	
  
period.

q SEVP	
  guidance	
  states	
  that	
  	
  a	
  transfer	
  student	
  must	
  start	
  
attending	
  classes	
  within	
  five	
  months	
  of	
  the	
  last	
  day	
  he	
  or	
  she	
  
attended	
  classes	
  or	
  the	
  next	
  available	
  session,	
  whichever	
  
comes	
  sooner.

q Students	
  can	
  request	
  to	
  transfer	
  up	
  until	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  60-­‐day	
  
period	
  following	
  post-­‐completion	
  OPT



General     

� Make	
  and	
  keep	
  copies	
  of	
  all	
  your	
  visa	
  status	
  
documents	
  separate	
  from	
  originals:

§ I-­‐20	
  or	
  DS-­‐2019
§ I-­‐94	
  arrival/departure	
  information	
  or	
  card
§ F-­‐1	
  or	
  J-­‐1	
  visa	
  stamp
§ Passport	
  (photo	
  &	
  expiry	
  pages)

� Do	
  not	
  carry	
  around	
  your	
  documents	
  unless	
  
needed.

� We	
  advise	
  you	
  to	
  apply	
  for	
  California	
  ID	
  or	
  
California	
  Driver	
  License.	
  For	
  more	
  information	
  
contact	
  Rebecca	
  Freeland.



For More F & J Visa 
Information 

Ø For	
  Immigration	
  Regulations:	
  
ØRebecca	
  Freeland,	
  International	
  Students	
  &	
  Scholars	
  Advisor	
  
ØE-­‐mail:	
  rebecca_freeland@Redlands.edu
ØPhone:	
  909-­‐748-­‐8716

OR:	
  

ØSteve	
  Wuhs,	
  Assistant	
  Provost	
  of	
  Internationalization
ØEmail:	
  steve_wuhs@redlands.edu
ØPhone:	
  909.748.8604

Ø For	
  Cultural	
  Programs:	
  
ØLeela	
  MadhavaRau,	
  Associate	
  Dean	
  for	
  Campus	
  Diversity	
  &	
  Inclusion
ØEmail:	
  Leela_MadhavaRau@redlands.edu
ØPhone:	
  909-­‐748-­‐8285

Ø Visit	
  the	
  International	
  Student	
  &	
  Scholars	
  webpage

Ø Government	
  websites:	
  	
   www.uscis.gov
http://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/students	
  



Welcome to UOR
& 

Have a Successful  
Academic Year


