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We are gathered on the land of the Serrano and Cahuilla peoples, and we
acknowledge the important contributions of this community, their elders
both past and present, as well as future generations. The University of
Redlands Conservatory of Music is committed to continuing to learn about
the land we inhabit, the people who have been displaced from this land, and
building community with its original caretakers.

Canyons and CAVES Ashley Petrie (b. 1999)
Canyons and CAVES is based on two chamber works; Early Morning
Canyon (2019), and THE CAVES (2018). Both chamber works were inspired
by landmarks in towns I have lived in and grown to love. Early Morning
Canyon was written about the Yuba River Canyon in Nevada City, CA, and
was originally paired with a visual slideshow showing the progression of
light in the canyon at different stages of the sunrise. You hear the canyon
sunrise represented in the beginning and ending of Canyons and CAVES.
THE CAVES was inspired by a trip I took to the Gaviota Wind Caves near
Santa Barbara, CA while I was a student at UCSB; With this piece I was
intrigued by carvings I found on the walls of the wind caves and attempted
to demonstrate the disruption of nature that took place due to the intrusion
of humans. You can hear this idea carried through into the middle section
of Canyons and CAVES. In this full orchestra version, I attempt to bring
both places together in a sort of “best of both worlds” kind of situation,
celebrating two of my favorite, most serene places.

Ashley Petrie was born and raised in the small town of Nevada City, CA where
her passion for music first began. Throughout her educational career she has
studied flute, composition and conducting, and is currently completing her
MM in Orchestral Conducting at the UoR. She enjoys bringing nature into
her music and writing for unique instrumentations.
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